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NATIONAL CAUMAS LIBRARY 
Senior Citizen Students Program of Spanish Universities 

Scientific Conference “Culture for Senior Citizens” 

Seniors - recipients of culture “to value the talent of seniors” 

 

Abstrat 

To add value to the talent of seniors is a goal within the tuition program of the Spanish 

Universities for Seniors. We try to give an insight through CAUMAS National Library 

(National Confederation of Associations and Federations of Students and Alumni 

Programs Senior University). Few years ago merged the idea that the academic papers 

presented by senior students to their teachers and related to the subjects they were 

studying could be read by all the Faculty members, or by other Universities of the 

country or European, where they are attending their studies, allowing the tuition and 

knowledge acquired in life, talent and professional experience, probed in their works, to 

be shared by Seniors arriving for the first time, after their long working life, at the 

Senior University . Finding this immense wealth, we are compelled to publish these 

works, so that students and users to the CAUMAS web, in general make use of it; in this 

way was born the Caumas National Library. 

Resumen 

Poner en valor el talento de los Séniors es un objetivo dentro del programa de formación 

de Mayores de las Universidades Españolas, intentamos que sea visible a través de la 

Biblioteca Nacional CAUMAS (Confederación Estatal de Asociaciones y Federaciones 

de Alumnos y Exalumnos de los Programas Universitarios de Mayores). Hace unos 

años surgió la idea de que los trabajos académicos que los alumnos Séniors presentan a 

los profesores, en las asignaturas que están estudiando, puedan ser leídos por todos los 

compañeros de su facultad, o de otras del territorio nacional o europeas,  donde están 

cursando sus estudios, lo que permite que la formación, conocimientos adquiridos en la 

vida, talento y experiencia profesional, evidenciados en estos trabajos, sea compartida 

con los Seniors que llegan por primera vez, incorporándose después de su larga vida 

laboral, a la Universidad de Mayores. Al encontrarnos con esta inmensa riqueza, surge 

la necesidad de publicar estos trabajos, para acceso de los alumnos y usuarios en general 

de la web de CAUMAS, así nace la Biblioteca Nacional de CAUMAS 

Palabras Clave: Séniors, Mayores, Universitarios Séniors, TIC, Aprendizaje, Brecha 

Digital, Biblioteca Séniors, 

Keywords: Seniors, Elder, Senior University, TIC, Tuition, Digital Gap, Senior Library 
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Introduction 

ICTs have become a vital new resource in education, seniors need to benefit from its 

potential in the learning process in the classrooms as students of universities, it is 

necessary to think over how is the best way to take advantage of them. It is a mistake to 

think that this generation outside the ICT is going to find difficult to operate a PC or a 

smartphone, the vast majority of seniors, by curiosity, do not reject this tuition, even if it 

costs them more effort than for younger students, they immediately see the opportunity 

to have access to lots of information and communication, comfortable and easily. 

However ICT in learning processes, offer advantages and disadvantages. Here are some 

of them. 

• Interest and Motivation. 

Seniors being ICT users feel great motivation, this makes them spend more time 

studying with great enthusiasm, and thus learn more. 

• Interaction and continuous activity. 

Seniors ICT users are kept constantly in intellectual activity, to be in communication 

with a lot of people, allowing them to exchange experiences and knowledge, aspects 

that will lead to a stronger and better learning. 

• Wide range of information. 

The use of ICT in learning processes for seniors, give them the opportunity to have 

access to lots of information, so that learning is not limited to the topics covered in 

text books and will always be frequent. 

              • Learning Program. 

Seniors users can work at their own pace, so there is no pressure, everyone progresses 

at their speed. Each person can program the hours and timing he will need to study the 

subjects in which he is registered. 

• Developing the ability to search and select information. 

Seniors develop, by searching the ability to differentiate and select only what they 

need for their subject, or what can help them in the learning process. 

• Developing skills for the use of technology. 

With use, seniors get skills and competencies to manage the Information Technology 

and Communication ICT, aspect that add value to the learning process in universities. 

In modern society, the New Technologies of Information and Communication (NTIC), 

are responsible for the integration, primarily in academic centers, from basic education 
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to higher education, which is the situation of seniors in the University, providing tuition 

to individuals able to develop and integrate into their environment.
 i 

The incorporation of these human activity modified in one way or another mode of 

interaction, socialization and so thought that space, time, distance, practice, analysis and 

tuition, acquired through a series of topics that make the most significant knowledge 

understood by people, since resources serve to the diversity of learning styles (text, 

sound, images and interactivity). You cannot close the mind to the radical innovative 

learning processes, social, cultural, technological and economic; information is handling 

extraordinary volumes that can be achieved in an easy and timely manner, time and 

distance are no longer an obstacle, the communication occurs regardless of schedules, 

because it is timeless, and regardless of the presence that lasts through time to be 

consulted. 

It must seize the means of achieving integral development and make people more 

efficient, and the educational community should promote the implementation of the 

NTIC (New Technologies of Information and Communication) to improve teaching and 

learning. Therefore seniors who enroll at the University should have from the 

beginning, the knowledge of how to use these new tools, throughout the University, 

otherwise if they are not able to use them, they will have many difficulties to follow the 

subjects in which they have been registered. This learning of ICT taught from 

universities, is called digital integration.
ii
 

 

Library 

To get your operation and access to the same use of ICT, it is essential, during  the 

tuition ,that the work done by seniors in the subjects they are registered, be presented 

for evaluation to the teacher before the commissioning of the National Library 

CAUMAS, and has this process: 

 The works  remain between two people, the student and  the teacher. 

 Sometimes many of these studies were presented in class by the student author 

out of his/her own will, and thus the works were known to all students of that 

class. This was the only display, remaining the talent of these students among a 

very small number of people. 

Following the presentations of the works in class, most part of the teachers, suggest 

that these works should be known and disseminated to the entire group of senior 

students of Universities, the collaboration of the students is requested to allow their 

works to be published, so the idea of  the creation of the Library through experience 

arises. This working tool provides access to a range of knowledge, from the history 

of many places of Spain, in the subject of geography, to medical, financial, 

industrial, political, in short, all the subjects taught at the different campuses, each 
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besides providing student learning in this field, their tuition and talent, and also 

within their specialty, their professional experience. 

 

 
Image nº 1 

The design process of inserting the works, was arranged to have a very simple 

embodiment. In the Image nº 1, we see the Library page with a welcome text to the 

right, the last five published on the left and the buttons work: "Insert Works" and "Entry 

into the Library", the latter allows to travel through a world of knowledge of senior 

students in Spanish Universities. 

Insert works 

This button leads to the page to post a work and 

subsequent publication in the library, shows the fields 

to be covered with a guide on how to do so, mandatory 

fields have been added to ensure that woks are securely 

filed to subsequent search. 

When you insert works, you must keep in mind that 

being a work for a subject that students are performing 

at the University, two possibilities are to be 

considered: 

• The students insert their work under their 

responsibility, in case the publication is not authorized  

               Image nº 2                        by  the teacher. In this case, the name of the author 

and the title of the work, must be incorporated. 

• The student can publish with permission of the teacher, once the work has 

being given its approval. It is essential to continue this process for security of 

intellectual property and the first filter in the quality of work. 
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The right steps to add to the work are: 

 Name: The name of the student 

Email: It is essential for the librarian to get in touch with the student, if any 

difficulty arises. 

 Article: The work must be in PDF format, press Select, looking for the file in 

the user's PC and insert work. It must not weigh more than 10Mb. 

 Featured image: An image can be one's own work or other identifying in regard 

with the work, in order to visualize and associate the text to encourage reading 

it. 

 Article title: The title shall be written in lowercase letters for an homogeneous 

format. 

 Author: First both names and end the surname. If there are several authors 

names should be written in the same format, separated by a comma. 

 University: Name of the university where the student makes his studies. 

 Campus: Many universities are decentralized campuses in other cities; the name 

of the campus is incorporated. 

 Description: It is recommended that the summary is the work itself, the system 

supports a maximum of 5 lines, when one enters the library image and text 

allows sufficient work information to be read. 

 Topic: The entrance has a detachable, allowing you to choose the material with 

which relates the inserted work. 

 Captcha: Security. Copy the letters and numbers in the box. 

Carme7741 @ gmail: Pressing send a message of "proper delivery" in the event of 

errors or encounter any difficulties, the message will be to get in touch with the actual 

Librarian Carmen Lopez, e-mail is received .com. Once corrected or supervised will be 

visible in the library. 

Authorizations 

The librarian receives an e-mail of new work submitted for publication, once verified, 

and found differences with the editorial line of the Library she will contact the student 

to tell her point of view. At this time the Librarian is responsible for the publication of 

articles that are sent, experience will tell if we will have to change methods. The aim of 
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CAUMAS is that every university campus must have a Librarian, who would be the 

first filter. 

Items published. 

Once the librarian authorizes the publication, it will appear on the homepage of the 

library, as the last work inserted. No.3 image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image nº 3 

Presentation 

The presentation of items in the Library, Image nº 4 associated therewith photography 

with short text appears, its title, author's name, university, campus of the university and 

its subject matter, the end of the lines summary, read more, pressing opens the PDF and 

you can read the full paper, save on your PC or print it. 

 

              Image nº 4 

 



Creative activity of seniors in various fields of culture  

 

 
8 

Search 

The library lets you locate any work from the entrance in Image No. 5 

 

           Image nº 5 

On the right you have a search box providing access to the articles that are selected, and 

in Image 6 and 7, the detachable for locating Authors, Subject and Campus Universities. 

 Search by title. This search can locate any work if the title is known. By 

approximation, as the first few letters of the work can match and select directly. 

 Search by title, is the most difficult, as we do not have 

accurate information of the author 

 Other searches. In the same picture you will find four 

inputs that will allow you to access all works related to 

the topics you choose. 

 Themes. A drop-positioned shows all subjects and 

number of subjets that are inserted in it, if a topic is 

selected and press find, all  items appear inserted on 

the chosen topic. 

 Authors.- Knowing the author's name, all articles 

published by him, will appear both individually and 

those performed by the searching group. 

 Universities. The names of all universities appear.          Image nº 6 
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 Campus.-It is the same process, all  items of the University Campus appear and 

if Campus is clicked, all items of the Campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

           Image nº 7 

Conclusions 

We found a tool that manages to gather experiences, education and talents of a 

generation of people, most born in the mid-twentieth century. 

Most of those have returned as students back to the classrooms, others do it for the first 

time in Senior Programs of the Spanish Universities, both after a long and intense 

working life. They have had to upgrade to new communication technologies ICTs, and 

many are university 2.0 Volunteers, dedicated to the training and dissemination of this 

form of communication in the XXI century. 

The implementation of the National Library CAUMAS. A world of knowledge of 

higher students in the program of the Spanish Universities is available. This must ensure 

that the students have a tool for consultation and guidance for the work in the different 

subjects proposed by the teachers. Find out hidden talents in their works of literature, 

which surprise them, feeling the meaning of being within the University 

CAUMAS with this tool gets one of their strategies to value the talent of seniors, and 

the incorporation of a new tool that allows seniors to publish their work in the Library 

of experience, delight and open learning for all Students of European Universities. 

Success depends on the students. 
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NATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS AND FEDERATIONS 

OF STUDENTS AND ALUMNI OF THE UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS FOR 

SENIORS. 

 

Realization. 

Technical team CAUMAS 

Alejandro Otero Davila 

Senior student at the University of Vigo 

Vocal Communication CAUMAS 

Contact: comunicacion@caumas.org 

 

Text review. 

Carmen Lopez Diaz 

Senior student at the University of Vigo 

Librarian of the National Library CAUMAS 

 

Translator 

Miguel Correa Nogueira 

Senior student at the University of Vigo 
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i
 http://www.monografias.com/trabajos902/articulo-opinion-ntic/articulo-opinion-ntic.shtml 

ixzz3uPKsQAyr 

 
ii
 http://www.monografias.com/trabajos902/articulo-opinion-ntic/articulo-opinion-ntic.shtml#ixzz3uPJqZgbS 
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